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WELCOME TO NATIONAL AVENUE CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Congratulations on your upcoming marriage!  We know that this is one of the most exciting times in life and that you are filled with hope and joy as you anticipate this day of new beginnings for your life together as a couple.  We hope that the information you will find in this brochure will help you create the wedding ceremony of your dreams – perhaps beyond what you have imagined and that it will be one that will resonate within you throughout your married life.  

Over the years, hundreds of couples have been married at National Avenue Christian Church, and since we are a vital and diverse congregation with people that come from many different backgrounds, the weddings that have taken place here have come in all shapes and sizes.  
Because our sanctuary is noted for its simple beauty and because we are located in the center of town near a university, we receive many requests to have weddings for couples who are not members of our church. While we cannot accommodate all of the requests which we receive, we will certainly try to work with you in finding a date that will fit into your plans and also respect the various activities of our church.  

As you begin to plan your wedding here are some basic guidelines that we hope you will look over closely.  
Our building is at the center of our life as a community of faith.  The fees that we charge for weddings help defray the church’s expenses.  We believe weddings are one of the most sacred rituals in life, and so while we don’t see ourselves as being in the wedding business, we do take seriously our role in your wedding.  The hosting of weddings in our community is seen as an invitation for couples, and their family and friends, to be invited to share this sacred space.   If you decide to have your wedding at National Avenue, we hope that you will respect this space and take care to ensure both its sacredness and beauty.
It is also important for you to know that National Avenue is a safe place for all people to be united, regardless of race, creed, religion, or cultural background.  We celebrate the joining of two people who are committing their lives to each other and will do everything to ensure they feel the warm welcome of this community of faith.

PREPARING FOR YOUR WEDDING
The scheduling of weddings at National Avenue Christian Church will be arranged through the church’s office.  Please make your arrangements as soon as possible to ensure that the building will be available.  

Weddings services may be conducted by a minister of your choice or by our senior minister.  If you would like our Senior Minister, Laura Fregin, to preside at your wedding, please contact her as soon as possible.  She will assist you in making your plans for the ceremony itself and will want to arrange a series of pre-marital counseling sessions with you and your spouse. The counseling sessions are for your benefit as you prepare for marriage. 

Contact information:

 

NACC Office:   




Phone: 417-869-9176

Fax: 417-869-7256

natlave@sbcglobal.net

 

Senior Minister Laura Fregin


nacclfregin@sbcglobal.net  
 

Site Contact: Charrie Dixon


charriedixon@gmail.com

 

WEDDING CEREMONY GUIDELINES
For your sake, and for the sake of the church, several guidelines have been established regarding the use of the building. Please understand that all wedding arrangements must be approved in consultation with National Avenue Christian Church.
1.
The wedding ceremony is a service of worship as well as a time of great joy. All members of the wedding party are expected to approach the ceremony with this in mind and to use care toward the church building and its contents.

2. 
Only dripless candles are permitted in the sanctuary or chapel. 
3.
If pew candles are used, they must be freestanding, not the type that clamp over the pew caps.

4. 
No decorations may be affixed to the pews with anything other than ribbon or the soft vinyl clips which are made to fit over the pew caps..
5.
Any relocation of furniture or use of elaborate decorations is subject to the approval of the church.


 6.
 No rice, bird seed, confetti, or soap bubbles may be used.

 7.
We request that you have a designated individual to assist and coordinate the wedding party during the rehearsal as well as at the beginning of the ceremony.
8.
No smoking or use of alcohol is permitted on church property.
9.
Weddings may not take place any later than 5:00 p.m. on Saturday.   If you hold your wedding on Saturday afternoon, please arrange to have your flowers and other decorations removed immediately after the ceremony so that the sanctuary can be set up for Sunday worship.

RESERVATION DEPOSIT & FEES
Building Use Fees are to be paid to the church office no later than 1-month prior to the wedding.  A listing of fees is included below.
A refundable deposit of $500 is required to reserve the building.  This deposit should be paid as soon as your request is approved in order to secure your wedding date. The deposit will be refunded after the wedding, provided that the wedding party complies with the policies stated herein, and all fees are paid and no loss or damage has been incurred. 
Changes in wedding date or cancellation must be made sixty (60) days in advance or the $500 deposit will be forfeited. This policy allows the church to make a specific date available to others should your plans change.


MUSIC 
Music is an important part of your wedding ceremony.  National Avenue has both a fine pipe organ and a piano in our sanctuary.  Please coordinate the use of these instruments in advance with the church.  
Fees for qualified musician to use the organ:  If you wish to use the organ in your wedding ceremony, you will need to coordinate its use directly with our organist, Wayland Schue.  Since the organ is a delicate and complicated instrument, Wayland has the right of first refusal for the use of this instrument at NACC.  If Wayland is unavailable, please consult with him to identify another organist who is trained and familiar with the organ at NACC.  
Payment for this service must be arranged with and made directly to the organist since expectations of rehearsal time and preparation will vary.
WEDDING RECEPTIONS
It is possible to hold your wedding reception in our Fellowship Hall following your service.  Maximum capacity is 175 people, depending on how the room is set up. For a seated dinner, the maximum capacity is closer to 125 people.
If you are interested in this opportunity, the Hospitality Committee of the Christian Women's Fellowship will assist you in the preparation of your reception. The furnishing of glassware and silverware, the preparing and serving of refreshments, and the cleaning up afterwards can be arranged for a fee. You will need to contact the C.W.F. Hospitality Chairperson for details, fees, and specific arrangements. 

FELLOWSHIP HALL GUIDELINES
1.  A custodian must be present for the occasion.

2.  Any decoration and room arrangement plans should be worked out with the Church in advance.
3. A microphone, projector and screen are available for use during a reception or meeting.  There is a small fee for use of the projector.
4.  No smoking or alcoholic beverages are permitted.

5.  Receptions in our building may not begin later than 6:00 p.m. if you hold your wedding on Saturday.

SMALL WEDDINGS
Our chapel is ideally suited for a smaller or more informal wedding. Its use is subject to the same conditions as the sanctuary. The chapel seats 25-30 people comfortably.

A FINAL WORD
National Avenue Christian Church wishes you well in your wedding plans. If we can serve you in any way other than those described above, please do not hesitate to contact 
us.  We want to be your church, not only at this important time, but always.


AGREEMENT FOR NON-MEMBER WEDDINGS AT NACC
Name of Bride
____________________________________ 
Name of Groom
____________________________________
Contact Info:  _________________ (phone)   _______________________________ (email)
Wedding Date:_____________________________Time:_________________

Rehearsal Date:_____________________________Time:_________________
All Fees must be paid no later than 1 month prior to your wedding.
a. Refundable Deposit for non-members: $500 

Deposit must be paid to hold the date on the church calendar. The deposit will be refunded after the wedding, provided no loss or damage to the building and/or furnishings is incurred, and the ceremony and/or reception did not go over the agreed upon time and occupancy and all fees are paid in full. Any changes in schedule or cancellation must be made sixty (60) days in advance or deposit will be forfeited.
b. Facility/Service Fees:  
Wedding & Rehearsal       Fees:
      Custodial Service 

  Amount Payable:

Sanctuary
                $1000.00     5 hours included


________________

Chapel
     $  350.00     2 hours included


________________

NACC Senior Minister fee


 


 4 counseling sessions        $ 300.00


       ________________

& wedding ceremony    
Reception Fee:   (Fellowship Hall)
Non-Seated Reception         $ 550.00      4 hours included


________________
Seated Dinner (125 people max)  $ 700.00      4  hours included


________________
NOTE: A fee of $30.00 per hour will be charged for time in excess of that indicated above
Other special arrangements: (please list) ______________________________________
Total: 





          _______________    
I have read and agree to the rules and guidelines established in this National Avenue Christian Church Non-member Wedding Brochure. 
Signature_____________________________________Date___________________________
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